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illegally carried off. The fact that Comitiolus was probably deceased, and that Gregory contemplated the possibility of Januarius's successor being also dead, seems to indicate that some years had passed since the deposition of the bishops.
The directions given to John concerning this matter are unusually full and detailed. Three documents have been preserved.1 The first is a Capitulare, or schedule of instructions concerning the case to be investigated and the method of investigation ; the second is a collection of Imperial laws, against which, according to the appealing bishops, their accusers had offended; the third was a formula, according to which Januarius, if innocent, was to be acquitted. These documents are suspected of being forgeries; but Hartmann, probably with reason, believes them to be genuine. If we accept them as such, we must recognize that a very extensive authority was still claimed by the Bishops of Eome in the Imperial parts of Spain. How far the Komano-Spanish bishops acquiesced in the Papal interference, however, it is impossible to say. We have no further information about this case. Whether John actually went to Spain, whether he pronounced in favour of the accused prelates, and whether his sentence was ever carried out, we know not.
(b) The Church in Africa.
At the time of Gregory's accession to the pontificate, Africa for half a century had been reckoned a portion of the Eoman Empire, and since 525 the Catholic Church there had been re-established in its ancient rights and privileges. There can be no doubt that this Church had suffered severely through the Arian persecution by the Vandals, and that the number of bishoprics had considerably diminished. Nevertheless, in Gregory's time it was rapidly recovering, and seems, indeed, to have been fairly prosperous. Further, as will be seen, with the revival of its fortunes the African Church had regained much of its old spirit of independence, and Gregory, in his dealings with it, was obliged to proceed with extreme caution. Even so, his attempts to exercise an effective supervision were steadily
1 Epp. xiii. 47, 49, 50.   Joh. Diac. Vita ii. 11, asserts that Januarius wag actually restored.shed in the same way as those who presided at the trial of Januarius, In both cases Cornitiolus or his heirs were to restore the episcopal property which had been" You ought to look in your own archives for the documents which are unfavourable to you, and not auk mo to produce them " (li!pp. ix. 229).
